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Operation Sharp Edge
secures U.S. Embassy
in Liberia, 1990

Rangers fight at Camp
Duc Co, 1965
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H
IS
TO
RY Naval Special Warfare traces its roots back to the World War II Naval Combat Demolition

Units, Underwater Demolition Teams and Motor Torpedo Boat Squadrons.  These “warriors
from the sea” and their successors have been involved in every major U.S. conflict in the
past half century.  While none of these early organizations have survived to present, their
pioneering efforts in unconventional warfare are mirrored in the missions and capabilities of
today’s Naval Special Warfare commandos.




